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Urban Design Strategies to Create the Change We Want



Growing smarter means taking 

advantage of and supporting our 

existing transportation system–

our 15 Metrorail stations, 8 

MARC stations, Amtrak station, 

and extensive bus, trail, and road 

network–to attract new jobs, 

create safer and healthier 

communities, protect our 

natural and agricultural 

resources, and improve our air 

and water quality.

Transit-Oriented Development
Central Prince Georges County

I-495



Multimodal

Multimodal refers to the 

availability of two or more 

forms or modes of 

transportation, such as 

walking, biking, taking 

transit, or driving.

Existing Infrastructure



Mixed-use walkable 
development centered 
around transit
Characteristics:

• High Quality Pedestrian and Civic 

Spaces

• Bike and Pedestrian Friendly 

• Parking Management

• Variety of Housing Options

• Alternative Modes of 

Transportation

• 5 Minute walk for daily needs

Connections



Complete Streets

Complete Streets are streets for everyone. 

• Designed and operated to enable safe access for all users - pedestrians, 

bicyclists, motorists and transit riders of all ages and abilities

• Complete Streets make it easy to cross the street, walk to shops, and 

bicycle to work. They allow buses to run on time and make it safe for 

people to walk to and from train stations. 



Consumer and Employer Preferences and Transit-Oriented Development

The Millennial and Baby Boomer generations are increasingly driving the market for greater transportation options. They 
are seeking alternatives to owning a car and prefer to live in walkable, transit-rich mixed-use communities, commonly 
referred to as transit-oriented developments. As the county’s upcoming workforce, the Millennials are also influencing 
where employers choose to locate their businesses. Building attractive, urban environments centered around our transit 
hubs will help the county attract employers, retain its recent graduates and high-skilled workforce, and expand and 
diversify its tax base.

Purple Line

The proposed $2.2 billion Purple Line light rail transit system is the largest transportation infrastructure investment in 
Prince George’s County since the Inter-county Connector and the Woodrow Wilson Bridge Improvement Project. As a 
new major east-west connector, it will enhance mobility and reduce travel times for thousands of area residents. It will 
serve as a critical economic driver by linking existing employment centers to emerging development areas and leveraging 
public investment.

Stimulating Job Growth through Transit Planning

Building on the Transitway Systems Planning Study and WMATA’s Momentum report, the next phase of transit planning 
study in Prince George’s County will evaluate key transit corridors to connect residents to jobs and employment centers 
and implement the Plan 2035 land use vision. New transit systems can take the form of light rail, bus rapid transit (BRT), 
and enhanced bus service.

Equity, Safety, and Community Health

By diversifying available transportation options, the county has an opportunity to ensure that the physically, 
economically, and socially disadvantaged have safer and more equitable access to jobs, public services, recreational 
facilities, and neighborhoods. Enhancing mobility does not just make communities more walkable and bikeable, it also 
makes them healthier.

OpportunitiesOpportunitiesOpportunitiesOpportunities



• Consumer and Employer Preferences and 
Transit-Oriented Development

• Purple Line

• Stimulating Job Growth through Transit 
Planning

• Equity, Safety, and Community Health

Opportunities



Optimizing existing infrastructure for 

“Highest and Best” use

Suburban Retrofit



Shopping Malls

From Retrofitting Suburbia From Sprawl Repair Manual



Landover Gateway



Brownfields

Fuss & O’Neill projects in CT and RI



Redeveloped

Fuss & O’Neill projects in CT and RIStone Harbor Condominiums, Bristol RI



Office and Industrial Parks

From Retrofitting Suburbia From Sprawl Repair Manual



Landover MetroLandover MetroLandover MetroLandover Metro



Residential



Morgan Boulevard Metro



Good planning

• Comprehensive and regional cooperation

• Regulation rewrite

• Jobs/housing balance

How can this happen?



Incentives

• Open Space Bonuses and Workforce Housing Credits

• State & Federal funding for parking & transit

• Tax Increment Financing, Business Incentive Districts, 

or Special Purpose Sales Tax

• Transfer Development Rights

• Grants

How can this happen?



Economic viability

• Incremental investment – smaller phases

• Facilitate aggregation of parcels

• Higher density and diversified use for higher profit 

margins

• Affordable housing in building conversions and 

accessory dwelling units

How can this happen?



Form-Based Codes

Form-based codes by Ferrell Madden Lewis



Vision to Regulations



Transitions

Capital Center

Home of the Washington Capitals 

and Bullets (Wizards)



Largo Town Center



Transitions



Best Practices

• Use what you have (Assets or Opportunities)

• Improve Connections

• Good Planning

• Incentives

• Plan for Economic Viability

• Transitions from Suburban to Urban

• Form Based Codes



QUESTIONS???

Tweet With Us 

Do you have solutions? What best practices do 

you have to offer?

#NPSGohmy!

Do you have questions?


